


Thanhha Lai was born in 
Vietnam and moved to Alabama 
in 1975. She lives in New York 
City with her family and teaches 
writing at Parsons School of 
Design. Inside Out and Back 
Again is her first book.
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For all the ten years of her life, 
Hà has only known Saigon: the 
thrills of its markets, the joy of 
its traditions, the warmth of 
her friends close by—and the 
beauty of her very own papaya 
tree. But now the Vietnam War 
has reached her home. Hà and 
her family are forced to flee 
as Saigon falls, and they board 
a ship headed toward hope. 
In America, Hà discovers the 
foreign world of Alabama: the 
coldness of its strangers, the 
dullness of its food, the strange 
shape of its landscape—and the 
strength of her very own family. 
This is the moving story of one 
girl’s year of change, dreams, 
grief, and healing as she 
journeys from one country to 
another, one life to the next.
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Debby Dahl Edwardson grew up in Minnesota, where she spent summers at her family cabin on an island in 
the Boundary Waters of northern Minnesota. She earned a BA from Colorado College, attended Nansenskolen 
in Norway, and has lived for over thirty years in Barrow, the northernmost community in Alaska. She earned 
an MFA from Vermont College in 2005. Debby and her husband George have seven children. Her picture book, 
Whale Snow (Charlesbridge, 2003), was named to the IRA Notable Books for a Global Society and the CBC/NSST 
lists and was named Best Picture Book by IPPY. Her first novel, Blessing’s Bead (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009) 
was selected by the Junior Library Guild and named to the IRA Notable Books for a Global Society, ALA/YALSA 
Best Fiction for Young Adults, and Booklist’s Top 10 First Novels for Youth lists.

Luke knows his Iñupiaq name is full of sounds 
white people can’t say, so he leaves it behind 
when he and his brothers are sent to boarding 
school hundreds of miles away from their Arctic 
village. At Sacred Heart School, students—
Eskimo, Indian, White—line up on different 
sides of the cafeteria like there’s some kind of 
war going on. Here, speaking Iñupiaq—or any 
native language—is forbidden. And Father 

Mullen, whose fury is like a force of nature, is ready to slap down 
those who disobey. Luke struggles to survive at Sacred Heart. But 
he’s not the only one. There’s smart-aleck Amiq, a daring leader—
if he doesn’t self-destruct; Chickie, blond and freckled, a different 
kind of outsider; and small, quiet Junior, noticing everything and 
writing it all down. They each have their own story to tell. But 
once their separate stories come together, things at Sacred Heart 
School—and the wider world—will never be the same.

Marshall Cavendish
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Albert Marrin is the author of 
more than three dozen books for 
young adults, including Saving 
the Buffalo (2006) and The Great 
Adventure: Theodore Roosevelt 
and the Rise of Modern America 

(2007), numerous books for children, and four scholarly books. 
He has won several awards, including the 2008 National 
Humanities Medal, the Carter G. Woodson Award, the Boston 
Globe/Horn Book Award, the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children’s 
Book Award, and the James Madison Book Award. 
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On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in New York City burst 
into flames. The factory was crowded. The doors were locked to ensure 
workers stayed inside. One hundred forty-six people—mostly women—
perished. It was one of the most lethal workplace fires in American history 
until September 11, 2001.

But the story of the fire is not the story of one accidental moment in time. 
It is a story of immigration and hard work to make it in a new country, as 
Italians and Jews and others traveled to America to find a better life. It is 
the story of poor working conditions and greedy bosses, as garment workers 
discovered the endless sacrifices required to make ends meet. It is the story of 
unimaginable, but avoidable, disaster. And it is the story of the unquenchable 
pride and activism of fearless immigrants and women who stood up to 
business, got America on their side, and finally changed working conditions 
for our entire nation, initiating radical new laws we take for granted today.

Alfred A. Knopf, an imprint of Random House Children’s Books
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Franny Billingsley is the 
award-winning author 
of three previous books, 
including The Folk Keeper, 
which received the Boston 
Globe/Horn Book Award for 
fiction. A graduate of Tufts 
University and the Boston 
University School of Law, 
she left the practice of law 
twenty-five years ago to write 
full time and has never once 
looked back. She lives with 
her husband and their two 
children near Chicago, Illinois.
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Before Briony’s stepmother died, 
she made sure Briony blamed 
herself for all the family’s hardships. 
Now Briony has worn her guilt for so 
long it’s become a second skin. She 
often escapes to the swamp, where 
she tells stories to the Old Ones, 
the spirits who haunt the marshes. 
But only witches can see the Old 
Ones, and in her village, witches are 
sentenced to death. Briony lives in 
fear her secret will be found out, 
even as she believes she deserves 
the worst kind of punishment.

Then Eldric comes along with his 
golden lion eyes and mane of tawny 
hair. He’s as natural as the sun, and 
treats her as if she’s extraordinary. 
And everything starts to change. 
As many secrets as Briony has been 
holding, there are secrets even she 
doesn’t know.

Dial Books, an imprint of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.

Chime

Franny 
Billingsley



As a fourteen-year-old who just moved to a new town, with 
no friends and a louse for an older brother, Doug Swieteck 

has all the stats stacked against him. So begins a coming-of-age masterwork full of equal 
parts comedy and tragedy from Newbery Honor winner Gary D. Schmidt. As Doug struggles 
to be more than the “skinny thug” that his teachers and the police think him to be, he finds 
an unlikely ally in Lil Spicer—a fiery young lady who “smelled like daisies would smell if they 
were growing in a big field under a clearing sky after a rain.” In Lil, Doug finds the strength 
to endure an abusive father, the suspicions of a whole town, and the return of his oldest 
brother, forever scarred, from Vietnam. Together, they find a safe haven in the local library, 
inspiration in learning about the plates of John James Audubon’s birds, and a hilarious 
adventure on a Broadway stage. In this stunning novel, Schmidt expertly weaves multiple 
themes of loss and recovery in a story teeming with distinctive, unusual characters and 
invaluable lessons about love, creativity, and survival.

Clarion Books, an imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Gary D. Schmidt is the author of 
Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster 
Boy (2005), which won both 
Newbery and Printz Honors, and The 
Wednesday Wars (2008), winner of a 
Newbery Honor. He teaches writing 
in the English Department at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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David Levithan is the author of 
many acclaimed young-adult 
novels, including the New York 
Times bestselling Nick & Norah’s 
Infinite Playlist (with Rachel Cohn), 
which was adapted into a popular 
movie. He is also an editorial 
director at Scholastic.
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