About the Teen Press Conference
Since 1998, the National Book Awards Teen Press Conference
has brought the excitement of the most prestigious literary award
in the country to middle- and high-school students. Held during
National Book Awards week, Teen Press Conference invites school
groups to attend a free literary event that is curated just for them.

Teen Press Conference
in New York City: November 13
Featuring Elizabeth Acevedo, M. T. Anderson and Eugene Yelchin,
Leslie Connor, Christopher Paul Curtis, and Jarrett J. Krosoczka
Hosted by Jenny Han
Held the day before the National Book Awards Ceremony, the
National Book Foundation is partnering with the 92nd Street Y
for the fourth year in a row to invite over 600 students to the
Teen Press Conference to meet and engage with the Finalists for
the 2018 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. The
event will be live streamed to students across the country.

Teen Press Conference
at the Miami Book Fair: November 16
Featuring Bryan Bliss, Christopher Paul Curtis, Joy McCullough,
Vesper Stamper, and Eugene Yelchin
The Teen Press Conference will return to the Miami Book Fair! The
Winner, Finalists, and Longlisted authors for the National Book
Award for Young People’s Literature are invited to meet with 200
students at one of the nation’s largest book fairs.

FINALIST

THE POET X
Elizabeth Acevedo
HarperTeen / HarperCollins Publishers

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem
neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, she has learned
to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has
plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion
onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself
like prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her
bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. With
Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of
the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are best kept
to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry
club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami
finding out, much less speak her words out loud. But still, she can’t
stop thinking about performing her poems. Because in the face of a
world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.

NOTES

Elizabeth Acevedo is the New York Times

bestselling author of the award-winning novel,
The Poet X. She holds a BA in Performing Arts
from George Washington University and an
MFA in Creative Writing from the University of
Maryland. She has graced stages nationally and
internationally including renowned venues such
as Lincoln Center, Madison Square Garden, the
Kennedy Center of the Performing Arts, South
Africa’s State Theatre, The Bozar in Brussels,
and the National Library of Kosovo. Acevedo
is a National Slam Champion and her poems
have been published or are forthcoming in
Poetry, Puerto Del Sol, Callaloo, The Notre Dame
Review, and others. Acevedo is a Cave Canem
Fellow, Cantomundo Fellow, and participant of
the Callaloo Writer’s Workshop. She resides in
Washington, D.C. with her partner.
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What’s your writing process: where do you write, and how long does it take
to finish a book?
My writing process for fiction is broken up into two phases, drafting and revising. I usually
will sit with an idea for months if not years. I keep a folder with all my ideas and a paragraph
detailing my initial thoughts. I usually draft during the summer; this is where I develop the
story, do research, figure out my narrative, etc. I try to have a draft done by September. I let
the project sit for a couple of months and I revise in December and January. In this way when
I am actively writing, I’m writing every day and then the months I’m not writing I let the story
percolate, and I let the language develop in my head and when I return to the story it’s as if
something has solidified. I usually write at home in Washington D.C., although sometimes
travel interferes with my schedule and I have to write on the road. Every book requires a
different length of time and I meet the page and do my best to give it what it needs. But at
this point, I aim to have finished a manuscript over the course of a year.

FINALIST

The Assassination 
of Brangwain Spurge
M. T. Anderson and Eugene Yelchin
Candlewick Press

Uptight elfin historian Brangwain Spurge is on a mission: survive
being catapulted across the mountains into goblin territory, deliver
a priceless peace offering to their mysterious dark lord, and spy on
the goblin kingdom—from which no elf has returned alive in more
than a hundred years. Brangwain’s host, the goblin archivist Werfel,
is delighted to show Brangwain around. They should be the best of
friends, but a series of extraordinary double crosses, blunders, and
cultural misunderstandings throws these two bumbling scholars into
the middle of an international crisis that may spell death for them—
and war for their nations. Witty mixed media illustrations show
Brangwain’s furtive missives back to the elf kingdom, while Werfel’s
determinedly unbiased narrative tells an entirely different story.

NOTES

M. T. Anderson is the author of Feed, winner

of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize; the National
Book Award-winning The Astonishing Life of Octavian
Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume I: The Pox Party
and its sequel, The Kingdom on the Waves, both New
York Times bestsellers and Michael L. Printz Honor
Books; Symphony for the City of the Dead: Dmitri
Shostakovich and the Siege of Leningrad; Landscape
with Invisible Hand; and many other books for
children and young adults. He lives near Boston,
Massachusetts.
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Eugene Yelchin is a Russian-American

author and illustrator of many books for
children, including Breaking Stalin’s Nose, a
Newbery Honor book; The Haunting of Falcon
House, a Golden Kite Award winner; and The
Rooster Prince of Breslov, a National Jewish
Book Award winner. He has also received the
SCBWI Tomie dePaola Award for illustration.
He lives in Topanga, California.
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Where did the idea for this book come from?
The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge is our attempt to write a fantasy novel that
is also a spy novel, a forbidden glimpse inside the walls of an evil goblin kingdom.
We wondered what it was like for all those poor goblins who always get hacked
up in sword-and-sorcery adventures. Half of the story is told in pictures, but the
pictures don’t just illustrate the text—sometimes they actually tell a completely
different story than the text. We see the story from the two points of view of two
would-be friends threatened with death (one an elf, the other a goblin) who spy
on each other and try to figure out what is truth, and what is a dirty lie.

Longlist

We’ll Fly Away
Bryan Bliss

Greenwillow Books / HarperCollins Publishers

Uniquely told through letters from death row and third-person
narrative, Bryan Bliss’s hard-hitting third novel expertly unravels
the string of events that landed a teenager in jail. Luke feels like he’s
been looking after Toby his entire life. He patches Toby up when
Toby’s father, a drunk and a petty criminal, beats on him, he gives
him a place to stay, and he diffuses the situation at school when
wise-cracking Toby inevitably gets into fights. Someday, Luke and
Toby will leave this small town, riding the tails of Luke’s wrestling
scholarship, and never look back.
But during their senior year, they begin to drift apart. Luke is
dealing with his unreliable mother and her new boyfriend. And Toby
unwittingly begins to get drawn into his father’s world, and falls for
an older woman. All their long-held dreams seem to be unraveling.
Tense and emotional, this heartbreaking novel explores family,
abuse, sex, love, friendship, and the lengths a person will go to
protect the people they love.

NOTES

Bryan Bliss is the author of We’ll Fly Away,

Meet Me Here, and No Parking at the End Times.
He holds master’s degrees in theology and
fiction and works as a curriculum designer and
developer. His nonfiction has been published
in Image Journal, along with various other
newspapers, magazines, and blogs. He lives in St.
Paul, Minnesota, with his wife and two children.
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What’s the hardest part about being a writer, and what’s the best
part?
The joke goes: a writer sees hell and it is rows of writers chained to a desk, typing
furiously. Naturally, she asks to see heaven and it’s the same story. Exasperated, the
writer asks, “What’s the difference?” The angel says, “In heaven, you actually get
published.” Even typing that makes me cringe, because writing is an act of irrational faith. In yourself. In your ability to scratch at something universal. Sometimes
you know. Most of the time you don’t. So it’s just this irrational and blind trust in
whatever initially made you go, “Hmm.” That’s the hard part. But the payoff is when
somebody connects. When somebody sees what you’re trying to do and says, “Yes.
This.” That’s worth pretty much everything.

finalist

The Truth as Told
by Mason Buttle
Leslie Connor
Katherine Tegen Books / HarperCollins Publishers

Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone
knows he can barely read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities are
compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend,
Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family’s orchard.
An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long,
can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story
Mason has told about that day. Both Mason and his new friend,
tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the other boys
in their neighborhood, so they create an underground club space
for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in
trouble again. He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin,
and eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him?

NOTES

Leslie Connor is the author of several award-

winning books for children, including Waiting for
Normal, winner of the ALA Schneider Family
Book Award, Crunch, Miss Bridie Chose a Shovel,
and Dead on Town Line, a young adult novel in
verse. She lives with her family in Connecticut.
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What did you learn during the process of writing this book?
When I first met Mason Buttle (in my mind’s eye), I saw a struggling boy. He had
learning disabilities, he sweated profusely, and he was grieving. He also saw clouds
of color when he felt emotionally overwhelmed. I’d heard of this before, but knew
little about it. Research helped me understand that my new character had a form of
synesthesia. That’s when one sense impression is simultaneously perceived as another.
For example, a sound heard in the ear delivers a flavor to the tongue. Fascinating!
I also learned something that altered my perception of bullying. I started this story
believing that bullies torment others because they feel unloved and afraid. Then I
talked to a social worker. She said that, in truth, bullies act out of an inflated sense of
entitlement. I still think about her words, which challenged my long-held belief. For
me, that’s a sure sign that there is learning going on.

finalist

The Journey of
Little Charlie
Christopher Paul Curtis
Scholastic Press / Scholastic, Inc.

Twelve-year-old Charlie is down on his luck: his dad just died, the
share crops are dry, and the most fearsome man in Possum Moan,
Cap’n Buck, says Charlie’s dad owed him a lot of money. Fearing
for his life, Charlie strikes a deal to repay his father’s debt by
accompanying Cap’n Buck to Detroit in pursuit of some folks who
have stolen from him. It’s not too bad of a bargain for Charlie... until
he comes face-to-face with the fugitives and discovers that they
escaped slavery years ago and have been living free. Torn between
his guilty conscience and his survival instinct, Charlie needs to figure
out his next move—and soon. It’s only a matter of time before
Cap’n Buck catches on...

NOTES

Christopher Paul Curtis was born and

reared in Flint, Michigan. After high school
graduation, he worked on the assembly line
of the Fisher Body Plant/Flint Plant No. 1
and graduated from the Flint branch of the
University of Michigan. His first book, The
Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963, received
a Newbery Honor and Coretta Scott King
Honor in 1996, and Bud, Not Buddy received
the Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott King
Award in 2000. His 2007 book Elijah of Buxton
won a Newbery Honor, the Coretta Scott King
Author Award, and the Scott O’Dell Award for
Historical Fiction in 2008. He lives with his wife
and two children in Windsor, Ontario, Canada.
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What books or writers most influence your own work?
Any influences on my writing occur on a mysterious subconscious level. If
an author has a certain power, once I finish reading their book, the afterglow
of the experience has (either positively or negatively) an impact on what I’m
working on.

finalist

Hey, Kiddo
Jarrett J. Krosoczka
Graphix / Scholastic, Inc.

Hey, Kiddo is the graphic memoir of author-illustrator Jarrett J.
Krosoczka. Raised by his colorful grandparents, who adopted him
because his mother was an incarcerated heroin addict, Krosoczka
didn’t know his father’s name until he saw his birth certificate when
registering for a school ski trip. Hey, Kiddo traces Krosoczka’s search
for his father, his difficult interactions with his mother, his day-today life with his grandparents, and his path to becoming an artist.

NOTES

Jarrett J. Krosoczka is a New York Times

bestselling author, a two-time winner of the
Children’s Choice Book Award for the Third to
Fourth Grade Book of the Year, an Eisner Award
nominee, and the author and/or illustrator of
more than 30 books for young readers. His
work includes several picture books, select
volumes of Star Wars: Jedi Academy, the Lunch
Lady graphic novels, and the Platypus Police
Squad novel series. Jarrett has given two TED
Talks, both of which have been curated to the
main page of TED.com and have collectively
accrued more than two million views online. He
is also the host of The Book Report with JJK on
SiriusXM’s Kids Place Live, a weekly segment
celebrating books, authors, and reading. Jarrett
lives in Western Massachusetts with his wife and
children, and their pugs, Ralph and Frank.
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What’s your writing process: where do you write, and how long does it
take to finish a book?
I write at a desk in my house, in a comfortable chair in my art studio, in a hotel room
while on book tour, on a cramped airplane—anywhere that I can steal some time. If I
write from home, I might get distracted by clutter. If I write away from home, I may
miss the inspiration that my clutter brings. I also illustrate—so it’s a long process from
start to finish. I thought about writing a graphic memoir for thirteen years, spent
another year honing a pitch, and then spent nearly four intense years getting the
script in shape while creating and executing an entirely new art style to complete the
book. There were many late nights in my art studio as I put ink to paper to create the
imagery of Hey, Kiddo. But that length of time is atypical for me, as is this book.

Longlist

A Very Large
Expanse of Sea
Tahereh Mafi
HarperTeen / HarperCollins Publishers

It’s 2002, a year after 9/11. It’s an extremely turbulent time
politically, but especially so for someone like Shirin, a sixteen-yearold Muslim girl who’s tired of being stereotyped.
Shirin is never surprised by how horrible people can be. She’s tired
of the rude stares, the degrading comments—even the physical
violence—she endures as a result of her race, her religion, and the
hijab she wears every day. So she’s built up protective walls and
refuses to let anyone close enough to hurt her. Instead, she drowns
her frustrations in music and spends her afternoons break-dancing
with her brother.
But then she meets Ocean James. He’s the first person in forever
who really seems to want to get to know Shirin. It terrifies her—they
seem to come from two irreconcilable worlds—and Shirin has had
her guard up for so long that she’s not sure she’ll ever be able to let
it down.

NOTES

Tahereh Mafi is the New York Times and

USA Today bestselling author of the Shatter
Me series, Furthermore, and Whichwood. She
can usually be found overcaffeinated and stuck
in a book. You can find her online just about
anywhere @TaherehMafi or on her website,
www.taherehbooks.com.
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What did you learn during the process of writing this book?
I wrote this book when my daughter was four months old. I’d write when she
slept—in the late evenings and in the hours before dawn—and my memories of
that dizzy, delirious time reminded me of something I’d forgot: Sometimes we
write books because we want to; but often we write books because we have to,
because we need to, because the stories within us refuse to remain confined any
longer.

Longlist

Blood Water
Paint
Joy McCullough
Dutton Children’s Books / Penguin Random House

Her mother died when she was twelve, and suddenly Artemisia
Gentileschi had a stark choice: a life as a nun in a convent or a life
grinding pigment for her father’s paint. She chose paint. By the
time she was seventeen, Artemisia did more than grind pigment.
She was one of Rome’s most talented painters, even if no one knew
her name. But Rome in 1610 was a city where men took what they
wanted from women, and in the aftermath of rape Artemisia faced
another terrible choice: a life of silence or a life of truth, no matter
the cost.

NOTES

Joy McCullough writes books and plays from
her home in the Seattle area, where she lives
with her husband and two children. She studied
theater at Northwestern University, fell in love
with her husband atop a Guatemalan volcano,
and now spends her days surrounded by books
and kids and chocolate. Blood Water Paint is her
debut novel.
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What books or writers most influence your own work?
I began in the theater, where playwrights like Tom Stoppard and Caryl Churchill
showed me the possibilities of unconventional structure. Anna Deavere Smith and
Tectonic Theater Company showed me the power of unflinching documentarystyle storytelling. Shakespeare and Sondheim gave me the magic of language. L.M.
Montgomery, Beverly Cleary, and Ann M. Martin first showed me girls with agency
in the center of their own stories. Flannery O’Connor taught me to write, through
illness, the truth of the world as I see it, while grappling with faith and grace. And as
I’ve grown into a writer for young people, A.S. King’s work endlessly challenges me
to push boundaries, reconsider what’s possible, and leave my heart on the page.

Longlist

Boots on the Ground:
America’s War in Vietnam
Elizabeth Partridge
Viking Children’s Books / Penguin Random House

In March 1965 President Lyndon B. Johnson sent troops into
Vietnam. 57,939 American soldiers would be killed and seventeen
years would pass before this controversial chapter of American
history concluded with the dedication of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in 1982.The history of this era is complex; the cultural
impact extraordinary. But it’s the personal stories of eight people—
six American soldiers, one American nurse, and one Vietnamese
refugee—that form the heartbeat of Boots on the Ground. From
dense jungles and terrifying firefights to chaotic medic rescues
and evacuations, each individual’s story reveals a different facet of
the war and moves readers forward in time. Alternating with these
chapters are profiles of key American leaders and events, reminding
readers what was happening at home, including Kent State,
Woodstock, and Watergate.

NOTES

Elizabeth Partridge graduated with a degree

in women’s studies from the University of
California, Berkeley, and later studied traditional
Chinese medicine. She was an acupuncturist
for more than twenty years before closing her
medical practice to write full time. Elizabeth is
a National Book Award Finalist, Printz Honor
winner, and author of several nonfiction books
for children, including Restless Spirit: The Life and
Work of Dorothea Lange; This Land Was Made for
You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie;
John Lennon: All I Want is the Truth; and Marching
for Freedom: Walk Together, Children, and Don’t
You Grow Weary. She lives in the San Francisco
Bay area.
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What’s the hardest part about being a writer, and what’s the best
part?
The best part about being a writer is the sheer joy of getting into the groove and
having the words flow. It’s also the thrill of working with an editor to wrangle
those words into a strong manuscript. By far the worst part is pouring heart and
soul into a book that just doesn’t get any traction and quietly fades away.

Longlist

What the Night
Sings
Vesper Stamper
Knopf Books for Young Readers / Penguin Random House

After losing her family and everything she knew in the Nazi
concentration camps, Gerta is finally liberated, only to find herself
completely alone. Without her Papa, her music, or even her true
identity, she must move past the task of surviving and onto living
her life. In the displaced persons camp where she is staying, Gerta
meets Lev, a fellow teen survivor who she just might be falling for,
despite her feelings for someone else. With a newfound Jewish
identity she never knew she had, and a return to the life of music
she thought she lost forever, Gerta must choose how to build a new
future.

NOTES

Vesper Stamper is an author and illustrator

living in the Northeast with her husband,
filmmaker Ben Stamper, and her two children.
She has an MFA in Illustration as Visual Essay
from School of Visual Arts, NYC. Follow her on
Instagram and Facebook @vesperillustration,
and learn more at vesperillustration.com.
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Where did the idea for this book come from?
The idea for What the Night Sings came from following a line of curiosity about my own
Jewish upbringing, and a part of history I hadn’t considered beyond what I learned in
school—namely, why the Jewish people have been persecuted throughout history, and
what happened to the survivors after the Shoah. My work has always dealt with how
people can thrive after trauma, and how having even one person who sees and loves you
for who you are can literally change your life, as it did mine.
I also wanted to explore thoughts about what comprises our identities—what lies at the
very core of who a person is, beyond our externals, our associations, even our strong
emotions. I’m driven by the fascination of human beings as such creatures of dignity
and miracle.

NOTES

NOTES
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