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INTRODUCTION

The National Book Foundation (NBF) Teacher
Fellowship supports and celebrates 6™-12™ grade
teachers who use innovative methods to make reading
for pleasure a part of their students’ school day
experience. The NBF Teacher Fellowship aims fo:

e Support classroom activities that have a direct impact
on the development of students as lifelong readers

o Celebrate and highlight creative and effective
models for independent reading instruction

e Connect more young people with great literature
through National Book Award-honored titles

-
The Fellowship culminates in an in-person celebration, Do you want
in which the Fellows from all over the country are flown to be an NBF
info New York City for a day of literary adventures and Teacher Fellow?
excitement. Applications for the
2026/27 school
For more information on program responsibilities, vear will open
eligibility requirements, and additional opportunities for February 2026!
educators, visit the National Book Foundation’s website. L

“This project reminded me just how powerful reading
for pleasure can be, especially for young people who
may not always see themselves as readers.”

— Beatriz Ramos Jimenez
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SHANELADAMS

Detroit, Ml

6™-8" grade English Language Arts

“Woven by Women” weaves together the tradition of
needlework and storytelling that has brought together
women globally by intfroducing middle school girls

to books featuring diverse female protagonists and
pairing it with needlework craft projects such as
crocheting, embroidery, etc. The project leads to the
creation of a quilt that conveys the rich tapestry of
multicultural womanhood.

What book(s) resonated with your students
this year that you would recommend to fellow
educators?

Huda F. Cares by Huda Fahmy, had a positive
reaction from students because it used humor to
discuss themes familiar to them such as family,
belonging, and cultural diversity. The students loved
the connection of the author also being from the
Detroit area!

Learn more about Shanel

Detroit International Academy for Young Women

Interested in making your own

classroom quilt? You will need:

White blank fabric squares
Fabric markers

Needles & thread
Scrap fabric for sewing on
the back

Optional: small sewing machine

Tip: Interested students can take
their quilt squares or craft projects
home to work on. Shanel also
added the covers from the books
they read together in some of the
blank quilt spaces.



SHELBY OSHIRO

Wai'anae, HI
Wai'anae Intermediate School
7™ & 8™ grade Social Studies

Shelby’s project uses children’s picture books and graphic novels to inspire 7* and
8™ grade students to create their own children’s stories that represent their Pacific
Ocean cultures and childhoods. Through the Fellowship’s support, Shelby built out
her classroom library, including high-interest topics such as sports and culturally
specific books rooted in Hawaiian and Pacific Islander cultures.

How did the fellowship deepen your connection with your students?

My kids did a literature project of their home life/culture. The books students
made showed me how much there is to learn about what is meaningful fo them
and what knowledge they can bring to the table as citizens. Topics included lei-
making, surfing, bodyboarding, fishing, diving, boar hunting, chicken fighting, and
more.

This is a project | will continue every year because the students
were super engaged and so excited to feach me something
new. This project turned them into the teachers and me into
the student, and | learned about these topics that deserve more
representation.

What book(s) resonated with your students this year that you
would recommend to fellow educators?

Many of my kids loved the children’s book 7ala Learns fo Siva by
Kealani Netane because it was my first Samoan book | put in my
classroom and many of my students are Samoan or are familiar
with Samoan culture.

Learn more about Shelby



ELLIE ROBERTS

Paonia, CO
Paonia K-8 School
7™ & 8" grade English Language Arts

In Ellie’s project, students participate in an Independent Reading Challenge where they
set individual quarterly reading goals, self-select the books they will read, and engage in
quarterly book projects. Students submitted book recommendations to the classroom
library, and with the funds received through the Fellowship, Ellie was able to create new
sub-genre sections including age-appropriate Romantasy and Survival/Wilderness, at
student request. Students practice independence and leadership skills, developing a love
for books and reading for pleasure that will carry into their adult lives as lifelong learners.

How do you inspire reluctant readers?

As the 7th and 8th grade ELA teacher, | have all my students for two years. Several
students who were very reluctant readers in 7th grade really came into their own as
readers in 8th grade. In particular | have two boys, both English Language Learners, who
both began to enjoy reading time this year as 8th graders, discovering a love for books
about social justice! Through a combination of audiobooks, graphic novels, and books

in verse, both boys have become readers and eagerly recommend books for other
students to read.

To any teacher wondering if it’s worth the struggle to make time
for free reading in the face of scheduling demands, high student
need, and reluctance from students and teachers alike, it can
take a lot of time, but is ABSOLUTELY worth it!

What book(s) resonated with your students this year that you
would recommend to fellow educators?
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 8 o i | =saooi somh wis]

March (graphic novel series) by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin SR e
Blood Brothers by Randy Roberts and Johnny Smith

Learn more about Ellie



NIKIA D. GARLAND

Indianapolis, IN
Arsenal Technical High School
1™ & 12* grade English Language Arts
& AP Language & Composition

“Game of Tomes” is a year-long literacy initiative that empowers students to select and
celebrate books, create media-rich reviews, and take leadership roles in organizing
schoolwide reading events. Designed to foster joy and build authentic, positive
relationships with books, the initiative emphasizes student voice, choice, and creativity.

What was a bright spot of your Fellowship?

A bright spot has been our “Tea Time” weekly sessions—calm, cozy periods dedicated to
reading, with warm drinks and quiet music. | brought in the supplies and took their drink
orders like a barista would at a coffee shop.

| loved watching students who had never finished an entire book do so—and take pride
in it. Their sense of accomplishment was palpable, and for many, it marked a real shift in
mindset about reading. One student even said, “I didn’t think | could [finish a book], but
now | want to read another one.”

What book(s) resonated with your students this year that you

—
would recommend to fellow educators? _
Black Girl You Are Atlas by Renée Watson resonated deeply 2024-2025
with many of the young women in class, as it embraces the joy, Vel Fela®

complexity, and power of being a Black girl. Work with What You | Nikia D.Garland
Got by Zion Clark and James S. Hirsch was especially popular . ]
among the boys for its honest and motivational tone, offering
real-life lessons they could relate to. Several of my Hispanic
students were drawn to Undocumented by Dan-el Padilla Peralta,
which shares the powerful story of a Dominican boy navigating
immigration, poverty, and identity—experiences that felt personal
and validating for them.

Learn more about Nikia



BRENDAN GILLETT

Brooklyn, NY
International High School at Prospect Heights
9" §10™ grade English Language Arts

In this project, English Language Learners work together to produce multilingual books.
Students rooted our creation process in accessible and varied texts, reading together
and independently. Students chose books from a classroom library on weekly dedicated
independent reading days, shared what they had read with the class and helped each
other choose their next text. Through this, students built a sense of themselves as
readers and writers in a new language and community.

Why is it important to build students as readers AND writers?

This year’s student picture book collection included personal stories, two-part epics, and
the full depth and breadth of student languages. | seek out models of picture books in
as many languages as | can find to add to my classroom library, so that all my students
have access to books in their native language(s). Empowering students to access
variety of texts helped them build their own sense of self as a reader.

We were also able to display our multilingual picture books
at our local public library, and taking students to see their
own work out in the world was very exciting.

What book(s) resonated with your students this year
that you would recommend to fellow educators?

The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang is always a
favorite among students. I've taught it twice now, and it
never fails fo elicit some deep responses. There is a mix of
romance, identity exploration, and coming of age that they
find absolutely absorbing and they tell me all the time how
much they enjoy it.

Learn more about Brendan



GABRIELA GOITIA VAZQUEZ

Q North Miami Beach, FL
Alonzo & Tracy Mourning Senior High School
10™-12" grade English Language Arts & ESOL

“Verses and Voices” is a project aimed at high school English Language Learners and
struggling readers. Through the exploration of poetry and podcasting, students develop
confidence in reading and self-expression by writing original poems, mapping their
reading experiences, and recording themselves performing their work. The project
centered student voice, encouraged creative risk-taking, and fostered a supportive
community of readers and writers.

What was one activity that both you and your students enjoyed?

Using O, Miami’s Zip Ode format, students wrote short poems using
the digits of their zip code to structure each line. This activity helped
students explore personal geography and identity while engaging
with poetic form in a low-pressure, accessible way. Students can
write down their Zip Ode and decorate it with images or drawings
of the places that they’re from. You can also have students perform
them or record them and compile them into a podcast, like we're
doing in my school. It’s easy fo find Zip Ode examples online, and
they’re short and sweet for reluctant readers.

Materials: Paper, pencils/
pens, sample Zip Odes

Optional: Audio recording
devices (phones, laptops,
or classroom mics), map

What book(s) resonated with your students this year that you
would recommend to fellow educators?

Offering graphic novel options was a game-changer in my classroom. Students
(especially those who identified as reluctant readers) were more willing to engage with
complex texts when given a visual format. We explored graphic adaptations of Haruki
Murakami’s short stories and 7he Tempest by William Shakespeare, which made abstract
or classical works feel more tangible and accessible while maintaining the original

text. Students also loved /nvincible and March (both graphic novels), which offered
opportunities to discuss power, identity, and resistance in a way that was visually rich.

Learn more about Gabriela


https://omiami.org/pages/zip-odes

BEATRIZ RAMOS JIMENEZ

Pahala, HI
Ka’u High and Pahala Elementary School
9t-12* grade Science

Beatriz’s project fused science education with storytelling to promote reading
enjoyment and scientific literacy. Students selected a book of their choice, explored
scientific themes within the story, and recorded a podcast in pairs to share their
reflections. The project fostered student voice, creativity, and a deeper appreciation for
both reading and science.

You teach science—How did you connect reading to your subject material?

One activity | used that can be easily modified and implemented by a teacher of any
subject is the “Science & Literature Reflection Journal” When my students read Buffalo
Dreamer by Violet Duncan, they kept a journal where they wrote weekly reflections
connecting the book’s themes to science concepts. Students explored environmental
conservation, Indigenous knowledge, and biodiversity, reflected on how these themes
appeared in the story, and linked them to real-world science. This activity encouraged
consistent reading, helped deepen students’ understanding of the book and science,
and fostered critical thinking.

What book(s) resonated with your students this year
that you would recommend to fellow educators?

Some standout books that deeply resonated with
students included Buffalo Dreamer by Violet Duncan,
This Is Where It Ends by Marieke Nijkamp, and /n Five
Years by Rebecca Serle. Each title opened space for
powerful discussions and reflections, touching on themes
like resilience, identity, fime, and human behavior, all
with meaningful science connections woven throughout.

Learn more about Beatriz



CREATIVITY &§ CONNECTION

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TEACHERS—OF
ANY SUBJECT OR AGE—ON INCORPORATING
READING FOR PLEASURE INTO THEIR REGULAR

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES?

“Try connecting reading to audio/recording
projects! Practicing for and recording our
podcast episodes helped my students, especially
the English Language Learners, incorporate oral
fluency and confidence. Giving students the
opportunity to hear their thoughts out loud—
before and during their writing process—helped
them connect their ideas better before writing
them down on paper. Even if you're just telling
students to turn their project into a podcast
episode for school and class use, they fend fo
take the subject more seriously, and this gives
the chance for students who are more audio
learners to thrive as well.”

— Gabriela Goitia Vasquez

“As a science teacher, | was able to connect
literature to my content area in fun and
meaningful ways. We read books that touched
on science-related topics like environmental
issues, ethics, or technology, then connected
those themes to content in class. Teachers can
also have students lead discussions about how
the book ties into real-world science. It’s a great
way to excite students about reading while
reinforcing their learning in other subjects.”

— Beatriz Ramos Jimenez

“You can do independent reading
in any class! Whether that includes
content-relevant reading or
student-selected texts is up to
you, but it’s never a bad idea to
pause and take time for students
fo build the stamina and reading
comprehension skills associated
with independent reading.”

— Brendan Gillet

“Making our class quilt allowed
students fo use both their
creativity and critical thinking
skills to build and combine ideas
about texts. This also empowered
some of my quieter students and
English Language Learners fo
connect with their classmates in
new ways by giving them space to
show their creative side and non-
academic skills they already had,
like sewing or knitting. Teachers of
any subject can use a quilt-making
model for group reflection simply
by changing the text students are
reading and using as inspiration.”

— Shanel Adams
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CREATIVITY &§ CONNECTION

HOW DO YOU HELP CREATE A POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIP WITH BOOKS AND READING FOR

YOUR STUDENTS?

“We've cultivated a cozy, low-pressure
reading culture through “SSR” (Silent
Sustained Reading) time, flexible
seating, and personalized book
recommendations. “Tea Time” reading
sessions, complete with calming music
and warm beverages, helped students
associate reading with comfort and
joy. Reward systems like certificates
and gift cards add motivation without
making reading feel like a chore.”

— Nikia D. Garland

“In addition to seeking out books
reflective of my students’ culture(s),

| try to do book dedications to my
students when | give them books to try.
| say, ‘hey | thought this book reminded
me of you, or ‘| thought of you when
hearing/reading about this book and |
hope you will like it While the student
might not always finish the book, they
are more receptive to at least giving the
book a try.”

— Shelby Oshiro

“Curating a classroom library with
books that appeal to many different
students is crucial. This means
different forms—prose, comics, poetry,
illustrated works, etc.—and genres
showcasing a range of characters,
experiences, and languages. At the
same time, leading them in structured
engagement with challenging and
compelling texts through dramatic
readings and discussions helps
literature come alive and gives students
a safe space to explore new ideas
through the lens of a great book.”

— Brendan Gillet

“Lead by example! Every week, |

try to introduce a book to the class
that I've just read and recommend.
Something new we did this yearis a
Spring Reading Challenge Bingo Card.
| have challenged students to complete
a Bingo by the end of the year and in
return, they have challenged me to a
black out on my Bingo card! They love
seeing me read and mark off boxes and
it encourages them to read more.”

— Ellie Roberts
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TEACHER-PICKED, STUDENT-APPROVED

A Recommended Reading List

Curated by the 2024/25 NBF Teacher Fellows

4 ) 4
Middle School High School
6™-8" grade 9th-12" grade
Huda F. Cares Black Girl You Are Atlas
by Huda Fahmy by Renée Watson
Tala Learns fo Siva Work With What You Got
by Kealani Netane by Zion Clark and James S. Hirsch
The Crossover Undocumented
by Kwame Alexander by Dan-el Padilla Peralta
March (graphic novel series) The Prince and the Dressmaker
by John Lewis and Andrew Aydin by Jen Wang
Blood Brothers Invincible (series)
by Randy Roberts and Johnny by Robert Kirkman
Smith
Buffalo Dreamer
L ) by Violet Duncan
This Is Where It Ends
Looking for more great titles for young by Marieke Nijkamp
people? Check out past honorees for
the National Book Award for Young In Five Years
People’s Literature, and stay tuned for by Rebecca Serle
the announcement of the 2025 Longlist
in September! L
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SHANEL ADAMS is a teacher and literacy advocate committed to girls” education,
multicultural curricula, and project-based learning. She teaches English Language
Arts at Detroit International Academy for Young Women and runs Progressionista, a
book club for preteen girls, at local libraries.

Read about Shanel’s teacher fellowship year here.

NIKIA D. GARLAND teaches British Literature and AP Language 8& Composition
at Arsenal Technical High School. She has taught a wide range of ELA classes at
the secondary, international, and higher education level. Nikia is also a Terry Fear
Holocaust Educator in Action recipient, Mark Schonwetter Grant recipient, Lilly
Endowment Teacher Creativity Fellow, a Fund for Teacher Fellow, a Grosvenor
Teacher Fellow, Chair for the Indiana Teachers of Writing Conference, and
President-Elect for the Indiana affiliate of the National Council of Teachers of
English.

Read about Nikia’s teacher fellowship year here.

BRENDAN GILLETT is an English teacher at the International High School at
Prospect Heights. He and his students write multilingual picture books, craft
handmade poetry chapbooks, design multicultural food blogs, and dramatically
portray scenes from Ms. Marvel. He thinks of himself as the world’s foremost Scott
Pilgrim scholar and has yet to be proven wrong about this. He is always happy to
talk books, comics, or games, unless he’s napping to cope with his busy schedule.
Brendan lives in Brooklyn, NY with his husband and their adorable cat, Pigeon.

Read about Brendan’s teacher fellowship year here.

GABRIELA GOITIA VAZQUEZ teaches English for Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL), AP Human Geography, and AP Spanish Literature at Alonzo & Tracy
Mourning Senior High School. In 2022, Ms. Goitia Vdzquez was selected as Miami-
Dade County Public Schools’ Rookie Teacher of the Year. Ms. Goitia Vazquez
holds a bachelor’s degree in Communications & Comparative Literature from

the University of Pennsylvania, and currently studies Computing in Education

at Teachers College, Columbia University. Her passions lie in literacy and

language education, participatory curriculum, and education in emergencies and
reconstruction. In her spare time, she enjoys dancing Brazilian zouk and eating
copious amounts of sushi.

Read about Gabriela’s teacher fellowship year here.



SHELBY OSHIRO is a social studies teacher at Wai'anae Intermediate. She
recently received her National Board Certification and is currently pursuing her

PhD in Curriculum and Instruction at University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. Her research
interests are Critical Theory, Multicultural Education, Education for Social Justice,
and Philosophy for Children. Her passion is developing social studies curriculum and
pedagogy that empowers students to question what it means for them to be a citizen
in a multicultural society.

Read about Shelby’s teacher fellowship year here.

Originally from Spain, BEATRIZ RAMOS JIMENEZ now lives on the Big Island,
Hawai‘i. As a secondary science teacher and Academy Lead, Beatriz is driven by a
passion for science, inspiring curiosity in her students. Alongside scientific inquiry,
she’s equally enthusiastic about sharing the magic of reading and the wonders of
nature. Whether diving into a book or exploring lush landscapes, Beatriz blends
literature with the beauty of the outdoors. Her goal is to spark that same passion in
her students, bridging the gap between books, science, and the natural world.

Read about Beatriz’s teacher fellowship year here.

For over 24 years, ELLIE ROBERTS has taught 5™ to 12 grade English and Social
Studies. She currently teaches in a small, rural K-8 school in western Colorado,
where coal mining, organic farming, and ranching are the main industries. Ellie
graduated from the University of Georgia with a BA in History and an MA in
Reading from Adams State University, and later attended a Gilder Lehrman Institute
at New York University and NEH programs at University of North Carolina Asheville
and University of Virginia. Ellie’s focus is instilling the love of reading in students at a
time when instructional decisions are made based on quantifiable data.

Read about Ellie’s teacher fellowship year here.



